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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Response to Amendment 



1. This action is responsive to communication received on Sep. 25, 2000. Claims 7 
and 20 were canceled. Claims 1, 3, 5, 8, 10-12, 14, 15 and 17-19 were amended. 
Claims 1-20 are pending examination. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined In section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 8,14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Chou, U.S. Patent No. 6,327,533. 

As to claims 1, 8 and 14, Chou teaches a computer implemented position 
tracking system, method and computer program comprising: 

means for selecting a destination of position information related to a remotely 
located device (see col. 4 lines 39-64); 

means for selecting a data format for the position information (see col. 6 lines 59- 
col. 7 lines 7); 

means for transmitting said position information to said selected destination in 
said selected data format (see col. 3 lines 25-43); 
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means for receiving said position information from tlie remotely located device 
via a wide area network using a protocol (see col. 3 lines 25-43); and 

means for mapping the received position infomnation as location indicators on a 
map (see col. 10 lines 57-col. 11 lines 13). 

As to claim 2, Chou teaches the system of claim 1 wherein at least a portion of 
the wide area network comprises the internet (see col. 4 lines 39-45). 

As to claim 5, Chou teaches the system of claim 1 wherein: 

said at least one of compatible position information and incompatible 
position information comprises historical position information corresponding to a time 
when said system was inactive (see col. 4 lines 55-65 and col. 6 lines 45-58); and 

said position information mapping mechanism further comprises a 
historical mapping mechanism configured to present the historical information as 
location indicators on a map (see col. 10 lines 57-col. 1 1 lines 13, col. 3 lines 20-25 and 
col. 5 lines 14-27 and 40-45). 

As to claim 6, Chou teaches the system of claim 1 wherein said location 
indicators indicate at least one of a current position of said remotely located device and 
a path taken by said remotely located device (see col. 3 lines 20-25 and col. 5 lines 14- 
27 and 40-45). 

As to claim 1 6, Chou teaches the program of claim 14 wherein said processor 
readable instructions comprises at least one dynamic link library, a static link library, a 
script, a Java class, a C++ class and a C library routine (see col. 1 1 lines 15-25). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Chou in view of Fenton et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,618,004 (referred to hereafter as 

Fenton). 

As to claim 3, Chou teaches a computer implemented position tracking system 
comprising: 

means for selecting a destination of position information related to a remotely 
located device; 

means for selecting a data format for the position information; 

means for transmitting said position information to said selected destination in 
said selected data format; 

means for receiving said position information from the remotely located device 
via a wide area network using a protocol; and 

means for mapping the received position information as location indicators on a 
map (see the rejection of claim 1 ). 

Chou does not explicitly teach the limitation "protocol comprises at least one of a 
store-and-forward protocol and a direct connection protocol". However Fenton teaches 
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a system for displaying the location of a moveable object on a remote device by using a 
direct connection protocol (see col. 4 lines 33-54). 

It would have been obvious for one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Chou by implementing a direct connection protocol in the 
communication system as taught by Fenton because doing so would allow the tracking 
device to send location data from a remote location to a server using direct connection 
protocol and therefore resulting in a real time transmission and displaying real time 
location on a remote device. 

As to claim 4, Fenton teaches the protocol comprises a file transfer protocol (see 
col. 4 lines 33-54). 

4. Claim 9-1 3, 1 5 and 1 7-1 9 do not teach or define any additional limitation over 
claims 1-8 and therefore are rejected for similar reasons. 

5. Applicant's arguments filed have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In the remarks, the applicant argues in substance that; A) Chou does not teach 
means for selecting a destination of position information related to a remotely located 
device B) Chou does not teach means for selecting a data format for the position 
information; 

In response to A) Chou teaches a system comprising a client device and a 
central server where the client sends position information to the central server. The 
client device automatically selects the protocol and the destination address of the 
central server to send the position data (see col. 4 lines 39-64). However there is no 
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limitation on the method in which the destination is selected or which device selects the 
destination and therefore the automatic selection of the central server as a destination 
by the client device of Chou meets the scope of the claimed limitation "means for 
selecting a destination of position information related to a remotely located device". 

In response to B) Chou similarly teaches means for selecting a data format for 
the position information is done automatically by the client device where the client 
device chooses a format that is compatible with the server and then sends the position 
information to the server using the determined format (see col. 6 lines 59-col. 7 lines 7). 
There is no limitation on the method in which the format is being selected or which 
devices selects the format and therefore the automatic selection of the format taught by 
Chou meets the scope of the claimed limitation "means for selecting a data format for 
the position information". 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hussein A El-chanti whose telephone number is 
(703)305-4652. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (703)308-7562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Hussein El-chanti 
June 23, 2004 




